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le Za November 194), shortly before the provisional Hungarian Goveriment cage 
imtio being, the first post-war Hungarian Political Police unit was organized 
uxler Soviet supervision in Detzecen. This group, under the leaderahip of ons 
Vi50I, was orginally composed of 2 score of former slave-laborers, most cf 
taem Hungarian Jews. Jews were predominant because, although they were not 

nacessarily Commumists, it seemed obvious to the Soviet authorities that thoy 

ware anti-fascists. The Debrecen Political Police unit was employed by the 
Soviets largely to maintain order and hunt down fascists. The group was 
sulstantieally augmented by numerous Commniste of long standing who, as 
Soviet forces neared Budapest, were liberated and sent to Debrecen. aAnong these 
early members was Andras SZEBENYI, the present head of all Bungarién police forces, 


2. Dusing the first days. of December 19) there arrived in Debrecen 

 Wwexe to play an important role in the Political Police. The first group was made 
up of about ten Hungarian Communists who had been held in readiness)in Moscow for. 
the advent of the provisional. Hungarian Goverment. This group included Dr. Andras 
TOMPR, present head of the Hungerian Police Acadewy in Budapest; Stefan EXES, 
present deputy to Andras SZERENTI; Sendor HORVATH (alias of Sandor | RGER), 
presem head of Sub-Section I of the Political Police; and Janos KOVACS, present 
deputy ‘to Gabor PETER. The sescori group was composed largely of Hungarlan Jews vho 
had recently become Communists after the Soviets had freed thes from slave~Labor 
units. Members of the second group included: Andras YILIANYI, present deputy to 
(lebor PETER; Dr. Jousef TIMAR, present head of Sub-Section VIII of the Political 
Police; Dr. Akos PAL, present deputy to TIMAR; and Miklos AKOS, now an official 
of 3ub-Section VITI of the Political Police. | 


groups which 


3. On 12 December 19Lh the provisional goverrment was formed in Debrecen, and the 
Political Police headed by TOMPE, was placed under the 

of the Interior. Short FSi at 19 
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iniependent Political Police unit with headquartere at Andrassy utes 60, Budapest, 
was organized under the leadership of Gabor PSYER, an old-time Hungarian Communi 3% 
who had been in hiding a8 a tailor in Budsarest during the war. In February 1945 
q\4PG end other leaders of the Debrecen group held with PRISER a meetong which re- 
tuted in the mereing of the two formations. Headquarters was fixed ot An irassy 
‘s¢2a 60, Budapest, and Gabor PLTER, because of the high esteen in which he’ vas held 
ty ths Soviet authorities, was named head of the organization. MEPS wag confirmed 
as his deovuty, a vosition which he hela until the sunmer of 1945, when he was ap~ 
wointed head of the newly orgsnized Provincial Political Police. In Marck 1945 

th? provigionel government moved from Debrecen to Budapest. 


ok, batween Fabruary 1945 and September IG4U7 the devrlonment of the Hungarian V’oliticad 
Po.ice was dominated by two significant trends. One was the succeas.ul capaign by 
the Communiets to ssize key positions within the organization and to forse out their 
@pponeats. The gecond trend was o gradual change in the covrae of operations from 
enohbasis on the so-called “offensive" phase (denazification of Nyilaa and ‘olksband 
syapathigers) to the “defensive" phase Corgenization and operation ov a widespread 
informant network, on the MVD model, for the protection of the government). 


5, From February 1945 until September 1947 the Political Police passed through three 
25X11 éifferent organizational stages. comment: Apnendix "A outloneg the Hungarian 
Folice system as of August 1946 ani peember 1947.) The first atage, thas of “oflen- 
eire" operations, was in effect in Budapest from February Shrouga December 1945. Dur- 
| ‘az thig period an independent system was established to extend Pali‘ical /olice- con~ 
trol to the provinces. The second orgenizational atage in Budapeat provided for equal 
en»mhasis on "offensive" and "defensive" operations, and lasted from Januar’ 1946 until 
August 1946 (see Appendix "B'). The third stage, which ie, with the excep ion of on@5X1 
"offensive" section, purely “defensive,” has been in effect in Hungary since Septenber 
1946, when the Provincial and Budanest Political Police systema were meryzel unde 
headquarters commanded by Gabor PETER, 


oF 


25X1 | | | comment : Available information indicates numerous basis gimi’aritios, with 
; retard to mission and overational procedure, between the Hungarian State Eufense 
TLaoartment and its Soviet MVD and MG3 cowmterparts, while the Gungarian Arny Political 
Sastion ig basically akin to the Soviet Kentra-Razvedka Smersh Administration. It ie 
rointed out that, although Appendix "A" sketches in the reletionghip between Hungarian 
Civil and Political Police agencies, this report dees not attempt to touch upon ali 
Evigarian intelligence agencieg.) 
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APPENDIX "4® 
HUWGARIAS POLICE SYSFSA AS OF AUGUST 1946 
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